The Ku Klux Klan

As Reconstruction continued, some white Southerners took it upon themselves to restore their vision and course for the South and create more obstacles for Reconstructionists to overcome.

Use the word bank below to complete the reading, each word will only be used once.
	Time spent
	in class January 21
	after class January 
          .

	
	started


	stopped


	started


	Stopped




	Confederate 
	carpetbaggers
	Grand Wizard
	lynching

	Reconstruction
	Republicans
	social club
	vote


Origins

From the beginning of (1) 



, an organization known as the Ku Klux Klan began terrorizing much of the South.  The organization began as a social club for (2) ex-



 soldiers from the poverty stricken town of Pulaski, Tennessee.  Starting with just six original members, its numbers grew rapidly as Southerners attempted to regain control of the South.

General Robert E. Lee was initially asked to lead the organization, but he declined due to poor health.  The Klan then turned to an ex-confederate general named Nathan Bedford Forrest.  Forrest became the first 

(3) “


 


of the Invisible Empire”.  Forrest was given control over all local organizations, or klaverns.  Initially, only Civil War veterans who had been honorably discharged or had been in Union prisons at the end of the war were eligible for membership in the Klan.

The Civil War may have been officially over, but there remained areas of resistance throughout the South.  Much of this resistance came from the Ku Klux Klan.  What started out as a (4) 



 went on to become one of the most feared organizations in our nation’s history.  

The Klan’s first targets were (5) 




 African Americans, and (6) 




.  When African Americans were given the right to (7) 


, the Republican Party was the only place for them.  At night, the sheeted Klansmen would ride through the streets creating mayhem and intimidating anyone who got in their way.  
A (8) 



, or hanging without a legal or fair trial, awaited many who opposed the Klan.  By day, these same terrorizing, riding Klansmen were dentists, doctors, businessmen, and even Baptist ministers.

Anti-Klan laws were enacted to put an end to the organization and their reign of terror.  There was limited success; most efforts failed to obtain any significant results.  Several laws that were passed against the Klan were later overturned and declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.  

Use the “First Class Men of Our Town”
reading to complete items 9–11
9. Why was Abram Colby attacked by the KKK?  


a. He was African American
b. He was a Radical Republican
c. He was elected to represent Georgia 
d. They wanted to stop him from taking office
e. All of the above


10. The Klan offered Colby $5000 to go with them and $2500 to let someone else take his place before attacking him.

True

False



Abram Colby believed (11) 

  

 had free speech in Georgia because of the Ku Klux Klan.

Use the “The most that I can tell you ’bout is the Klu Klux” reading to answer ?s 12-17
12. Where was Cy Guy’s “trial”?  






13. Why did the KKK lynch Cy Guy?  


a. Insulting a white woman

b. Not moving after being told to

14. The Klan threatened a warning written in blood to hang anyone who removed Cy Guy’s body.

True

False

15. The Klan came after Ed, Cindy, and Sam Allen for not moving after being told to.
True

False

16. How did the KKK threaten Sam Allen?

a. Drag him out of bed

b. Throw him in a frozen pond

c. Place a coffin on two chairs in front of his house


d. Take him into the woods for a trial

17. Sam Allen was never caught by the KKK after killing two of them who came into his house with a knife.
True

False

18. Circle ALL the jobs Klan members in these three (3) readings had.

	a. Baptist minister
	d. Doctor

	b. Businessman
	e. Farmer

	c. dentist
	f. Lawyer


The First-Class Men of Our Town

Abram Colby, a former slave and member of the Georgia legislature, was called to Washington in 1872 to testify before a joint House and Senate committee investigating reports of Southern violence.

Members of the Ku Klux Klan had beaten Colby savagely in 1869 in an attempt to end his political activities as a Radical Republican, after earlier efforts to bribe the black legislator had failed.  Colby, permanently injured by the assault which had nearly killed him, defied intimidation to remain active in eastern Georgia politics.

Colby: On the 29th of October 1869, [the Klansmen] broke my door open, took me out of bed, took me to the woods and whipped me three hours or more and left me for dead.  They said to me, "Do you think you will ever vote another damned Radical ticket?" I said, "If there was an election tomorrow, I would vote the Radical ticket." They set in and whipped me a thousand licks more, with sticks and straps that had buckles on the ends of them.

Question: What is the character of those men who were engaged in whipping you?

Colby: Some are first-class men in our town.  One is a lawyer, one a doctor, and some are farmers.  They had their pistols and they took me in my night-clothes and carried me from home.  They hit me five thousand blows.  I told President Grant the same that I tell you now.  They told me to take off my shirt.  I said, "I never do that for any man." My drawers fell down about my feet and they took hold of them and tripped me up.  Then they pulled my shirt up over my head.  They said I had voted for Grant and had carried the Negroes against them.  About two days before they whipped me they offered me $5,000 to go with them and said they would pay me $2,500 in cash if I would let another man go to the legislature in my place.  I told them that I would not do it if they would give me all the county was worth.

The worst thing was my mother, wife and daughter were in the room when they came.  My little daughter begged them not to carry me away.  They drew up a gun and actually frightened her to death.  She never got over it until she died.  That was the part that grieves me the most.

Question: How long before you recovered from the effects of this treatment?

Colby: I have never got over it yet.  They broke something inside of me.  I cannot do any work now, though I always made my living before in the barber-shop, hauling wood, etc.

Question: You spoke about being elected to the next legislature?

Colby: Yes, sir, but they run me off during the election.  They swore they would kill me if I stayed.  The Saturday night before the election I went to church.  When I got home they just peppered the house with shot and bullets.

Question: Did you make a general canvas there last fall?

Colby: No, sir.  I was not allowed to.  No man can make a free speech in my county.  I do not believe it can be done anywhere in Georgia.

Question: You say no man can do it?

Colby: I mean no Republican, either white or colored.

OVER

“The most that I can tell you ’bout is the Klu Klux”

Ben Johnson was born a slave around 1848.  Eighty-five years later he was interviewed by a team from the Federal Writers' Project that was gathering recollections from former slaves.  We join him and his wife as they sit on the front porch of their home near Durham, NC and he recalls his encounters with the Ku Klux Klan shortly after the end of the Civil War: 

“I was born in Orange County [North Carolina] and I belong to Mr. Glibert Gregg near Hillsboro.  I don’t know nothin’ ’bout my mammy and daddy, but I had a brother Jim who was sold to dress young misses [for] her weddin’.  The tree is still standing where I set under [and] watch them sell Jim.  I set [there and] I cry [and] cry, especially when they puts the chains on him [and] carries him off, [and] I ain’t never felt so lonesome in my whole life.  I ain’t never hear from Jim since [and] I wonder now sometimes if’en he’s still living.  

I knows that the master was good to us [and] he fed [and] clothed us good.  We had our own garden [and] we was gettin’ long all right.

I seed a whole heap of Yankees when they comed to Hillsboro [and] most of them ain’t got no respect for God, man, nor the devil.  I can’t remember so much about them though cause we lives in town...  [and] we has a [guard].

The most that I can tell you ‘bout is the Klu Klux.  I never will forget when they hung Cy Guy.  They hung him for a scandalous insult to a white woman [and] they comed after him a hundred strong.

They tries him there in the woods, [and] they scratches Cy’s arm to get some blood, [and] with that blood they writes that he shall hang [between] the heavens and the earth till he is dead, dead, dead, and that any nigger what takes down the body shall be hanged too.

Well sir, the next morning there he hung, right over the road [and] the sentence hanging over his head.  Nobody would bother with that body for four days [and] there it hung, swinging in the wind, but the fourth day the sheriff comes [and] takes it down.

There was Ed [and] Cindy, who before the war belonged to Mr Lynch [and] after the war he told them to move.  He gives them a month and they ain’t gone, so the Ku Kluxes gets them.

It was on a cold night when they came and dragged the niggers out of bed.  They carried them down in the woods [and] whup them, then they [throws] them in the pond, their bodies breakin’ the ice.  Ed comes out [and] come to our house, but Cindy ain’t been seen since.  

Sam Allen in Caswell County was told to move [and] after a month the hundred Ku Klux came a-totin’ his casket [and] they tells him that his time has come [and] if he wants to tell his wife goodbye [and] say his prayers; hurry up.

They set the coffin on two chairs [and] Sam kisses his old woman who’s a-crying, then he kneels down beside his bed with his head on the [pillow and] his arms thrown out in front of him.

He sits there for a minute [and] when he rose he had a long knife in his hand.  Before he could be grabbed, he done kill two of the Klu Kluxes with the knife, [and] he done gone out of the door.  They ain’t catch him neither, and the next night when they came back, determined to get him, they shot another nigger by accident."
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